
 

 

 

From Tin Can Navy to the Brown Water Navy  
to the landlocked University of New Mexico 
By Bruce Hiatt with Harvey Hefley 

Bruce Hiatt toured the world during his 20 years of 
service in the U.S. Navy. That time started back 1954, 
when he dropped out of the 11th grade of Dixie High 
School in St. George to find any kind of work — which 
at that time was very hard to find.  
 
Before joining the Navy he went into the Utah National 
Guard. For a short time, he was a "weekend warrior" at 
Battery B, 213th Field Artillery Battalion in St. George, 
Utah putting on the uniform, drilling that summer at Camp Williams, Utah, and the best part, receiving a 
little pocket money. 
 
From Salt Lake City on July 14, 1955 he enlisted in the Navy and was sent to San Diego, Calif., for 12 weeks 

basic training. Due to his National Guard time, he 
finished training at a E-3 rate. Not much 
happened during that time in boot camp — 
liberty was limited to a few weekends, but what 
can a person do on $90 a month pay? 
 
Hiatt's first ship was the U.S.S. Wedderburn DD 
684 — also known as a ship in the "Tin Can Navy" 
out of San Diego. He was assigned as a deckhand. 
While on his watch, taking his turn on the bridge, 
he found an interest as a helmsman. It was at this 
time, Chief Quartermaster Killian decided to take 

young Hiatt under his wing to teach Hiatt his rate as a Quartermaster and to be a helmsman. 
 
As anybody knows, when you join the service your home is your duffel bag. In the case of Hiatt, he was 
transferred to several ships along with receiving his promotions in rank. While on the Wedderburn he 
worked hard and found out he was well suited at the helm of his ship. He made 3rd class and later in 1959, 
was promoted to 2nd class. 
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His next assignment was a tour of duty on the USS 
Piedmont ( AD-14) a tender for destroyers. On the 
Piedmont, an added duty was being the editor of 
the 1960 ship's annual cruise book. Later he was 
promoted to Quartermaster 1st class in 1961. After 
a tour in the Western Pacific aboard the Piedmont 
Hiatt was assigned to shore duty at the Naval Air 
Station at North Island, San Diego, California. At 
NAS North Island Hiatt served in the Flight 
Operations Center as a Navigational Assistant 
providing service to pilots and flight crews with 
navigational charts and aids. 
 
After shore duty Hiatt was assigned to the Fleet 
Training Center at San Diego where he used his 
skills as a Navigation Specialist to conduct training 
and war games onboard various units of the Pacific 
Fleet for operational readiness. After training duty 
he was assigned as leading Quartermaster to the 
USS Interdictor (AGER 13) in San Francisco. 
Interdictor a Radar Picket ship assigned to the US 
DEW line keeping an eye to the sky during the cold 
war. Several mid pacific picket stations were on the 
Distant Early Warning line around the US. He 
served as the Assistant Navigator from 1966 to 
1967. 
 
Hiatt was assigned to duty in Viet Nam during the conflict (1968-69), aboard the USS Benewah (APB- 35) as 
the Leading Quartermaster and Pilot Navigator. There on the bridge of the Flag ship of Task Force 117, he 
directed the movement of the Force to the various areas of operation within the Mekong Delta. 
 
He had to become familiar with and finding safe passage in each of the tributaries within the Delta. To do 
this it required him to make surveys and conduct recon missions at night by small boat. Under his 
recommendations the flotilla would follow in the ship's wake. His work of survey reports and observations 
were sent to the US Oceanographic Service that produced updates to earlier WWII charts. Hiatt was 
awarded the Navy Commendation with Combat V for that service. It should be noted that Hiatt was 
exposed to Agent Orange while serving with the Mobile Riverine Force, which resulted in serious health 
problems the rest of his life. 
 



In 1968 after his tour of duty in Vietnam, Hiatt was assigned to duty with the Staff of Anti-Submarine Group 
5 stationed in Long Beach, California where he was promoted to Chief Petty Officer. Chief Hiatt was then 
reassigned to a new type of vessel. At San Diego he reported for duty aboard the USS Canon (PG 90). The 
Canon a high-speed Patrol Gun Boat with speeds in excess of 25 knots. It was powered by a gas turbine 
power plant and with adjustable pitch screws the vessel was able to maneuver with agility and speed not 
available to larger vessels. 
 
The Canon was scheduled for duty in the Mekong Delta region of 
Vietnam they departed San Diego to Guam in 1969. While in 
Guam, Hiatt became ill and was transferred to the U.S. Naval 
Hospital in San Diego for treatment.  
 
After a short period at the U.S. Naval hospital in San Diego he was 
transferred to another destroyer, the USS Chevalier (DD-805), for 
further sea duty as part of the famously nicknamed “Destroyer 
Fleet of Tin Can's” that were stationed around various Navy fleets. 
They did battle with the enemy navy forces. 
 
Chief Hiatt was then assigned to shore duty at the NROTC Unit at 
the University of New Mexico at Albuquerque. He taught Celestial 
Navigation and Rules of the Nautical Road in the Naval Science 
Department. At the end of his tour of duty he selected to retire at 
the end of 20 years of service. During his service Hiatt was able to visit the following countries and areas: 
Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Vietnam, Philippines, Australia, New Zealand, Samoa, Guam, Midway 
and the Marshall Islands.  
 
What does one do when retiring with 20 years in the US Navy? Some go to a rocking chair and sit, but not 
Hiatt. At age 38 he had been planning to go into civilian life and make his mark. Having studied "many night 
school hours” and received his first two degrees in Teaching and Mechanical Engineering from the Navy 
through a program with the University of Wisconsin at Madison. After starting his Career in Facilities 
Engineering and Maintenance Management he served with the Eisenman Chemical Company (ECCO) as 
their Plant Superintendent in Salt Lake City, Utah. While with ECCO he managed the expansion and growth 
program that tripled the output of the plant. 
 
Hiatt was tasked at Salt Lake Community College in 1983 to write and introduce a course of Study leading to 
a Certificate Program in Industrial Maintenance Mechanics. He served as the instructor and taught math 
and physics in the school’s extension program at the school. He continued his studies and was awarded his 
Masters Degree from Shelborne University in 1985. Hiatt was then tasked at the Dugway Proving Ground to 
serve as the utilities manager while working for the Base Contractor. He continued his educational pursuits 
toward a doctorate. 
 
Hiatt ended his career in 2002 when he retired from the Cephalon Corporation facility in Salt Lake and 
received his doctorate from Sanford University. He continued consulting with various Engineering Firms 
until 2007 when his health required him to slow down and move back to where he started. He returned to 
St. George in 2007. He now spends his time writing and doing genealogical research. 
 
We salute Bruce Hiatt for his military and civilian service to his country. 
 



Post 90 report  

By Marti Bigbie, Post 90 Commander  

Thanks to Paul Cramer, James Webb and Pam Palermo for completing the renewals 
for Post 90 (added 96 new/transfers and lost members who did not renew or are no 
longer with us). The Ritual team has been busy with funerals, flag disposals, flag 
presentations for the last couple of months. Give an extra thank you to them as you see 
them as it is a good chunk of time out of their day. We do it willing for our departed 
veterans. 
 
There are some big events coming up! At the Post 90 General/dinner meeting on April 
25 we will have a speaker Dennis Mathews present "New Smiles for Veterans" along with it being the 
Mexican cook-off. So bring your favorite dish to be judged. There are prizes. 
 
Pine View High (April 27) and Dixie High (May 4) will soon hold their Air Force Junior ROTC annual National 
Awards Ceremony. If interested in going please call Marti for details. On April 21, District 7 Spring 
Conference will be held in Hurricane. All members are invited to attend. Meeting starts at 10:30 a.m. Lunch 
of Navajo tacos is at noon, cost $15. 
 

Upcoming Events 

• April 21: District 7 Spring Conference in Hurricane, Utah starts at 10:30 a.m. Lunch noon, meeting 
place is Post 100 Legion Building, Hurricane. Cost $15 Navajo Tacos 

• April 25: Post 90 General Meeting/Dinner at Legion Hall starts at 6 p.m. This month the cook off 
Mexican Cook-off with outside Judges (Speaker: Dennis Mathews “New Smiles for Veterans.” All 
entries must be there by 5:45 p.m. A-G Vegetables H-M Deserts N-S Salads T-Z bread, rolls, butter 

• April 27: Pine View Air Force Junior ROTC Annual National Awards Ceremony 5:30 p.m. Social and 
Meal served. Pine View High School 2850 E 750 N. Ceremony 7 p.m. 

• April 27-28: St George Case Lot Sale, 8 a.m.–4 p.m. on Friday and 8 a.m.-noon on Saturday, 3323 
East Deseret Drive, St George 

• April 28: American Legion Riders BBQ Zion's Harley Davidson, 11-1pm 

• May 3: Post 142 Sun River General Membership meeting 6 p.m. 

• May 4: Dixie High School Air Force Junior ROTC Annual National Awards Ceremony. 6 p.m. social 
hour, 7 p.m. program 

• May 8: Post 90 St George Executive Board Meeting at Legion Hall 5-6 p.m. 

• May 9: Unit 90 St George Auxiliary meeting Legion Hall 3-4 p.m. 

• May 19: Wings and Wheels event at St. George Airport, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., $5 per person, 17 and under 
free, veterans and active-duty military free 

• May 19: Annual Hangar Dance at St. George Airport, 6-10 p.m. 

• May 23: Post 90 General Meeting/Dinner at Legion Hall starts at 6 pm. (installation of officers 
Legion & Auxiliary and Award ceremony for Citizen of the Year, Legionnaire of the Year and Valor 
award). A-G Deserts H-M Salads N-S Vegetables T-Z bread, rolls, butter 

• May 26: American Legion Riders BBQ Zion's Harley Davidson, 11-1 p.m. 

• May 26: Unit 90 American Legion Auxiliary will be at several locations with poppies and need 
volunteers to help collect donations. These donations help provide for Veterans and their families. 

• May 28: Memorial Day Service American Legion Post 90, St George Cemetery. Post 100 Hurricane, 
Post 912 Washington City, Post 142 Sun River 
 



District 7 report 
By Marti Bigbie, District 7 Commander 
 
Thanks to all commanders, adjutants and membership/finance officers with the collecting of the 2017-2018 
renewal dues for American Legion membership. Most of District 7 have meet the 100 percent goals for 
membership and will be receiving a certificate and pins at the District 7 meeting in Hurricane on April 21. 
Please plan on attending or send a representative from each post. Meeting starts at 10:30 a.m. Lunch is at 
noon. Cost $15 (Navajo Tacos). Also at this meeting please bring the list of incoming officers as we need to 
fill out the paperwork for Department/National. By June 1 we will need to have completed the CPR's 
(Consolidated Post Reports) which can be done also at this meeting or I will call upon you for the 
information to complete the forms. 
 
Life member pins awarded to two Post 90 members 
By Marti Bigbie 
 
On Wednesday, March 28th, American Legion Post 90 along with members of the Ambassadors from DSU 
presented Lifetime Membership certificate and pin to Robert (Bob) Stevens, 97 years old and active 
member of the Ritual Team and 14-year member of the Post. Also, receiving the Lifetime Membership was 
Charles Woodard, 93 years of age and 61-year member of American Legion. He was unable to attend due 
to health so his certificate was accepted by 2nd Vice Commander James Webb and then delivered by Marti, 
Commander the next day at his home. 

 

 
 

World War II veterans get in free at annual Hangar Dance 
By David Cordero 
 
The 6th annual World War II Hangar Dance is right around the corner. The celebration is Saturday, May 19, 
at 6 p.m. at the St. George Airport (4196 South Airport Parkway). Put on by the Western Sky Aviation 
Warbird Museum, the theme is the same: 1940s, the WWII era.  
 



Music will be played by a live big band and there will be swing dance performances by Red Rock Rock Swing 
Dance. Live band and open dance starts at 7 p.m. 
 

Admission is $20 if 
purchased in advance ($35 
per couple), $25 ($45 per 
couple) at the door — so 
long as the event doesn’t 
sell out. Tickets are available 
at the Warbird museum or 
by calling 435-229-4985. 
World War II veterans and 
one guest get in free. A 
table of 8 can be reserved 
for $195 if purchased before 
May 11. Everyone is invited 
and veterans and 1940s 
costume is encouraged, but 
not required. 
 
On a personal note, I would 
love to see as many World 

War II veterans as possible in attendance. We are in the middle of a 75-year remembrance of World War II 
and we have precious few chances remaining to honor our heroes. If you know of any WWII veterans, 
please bring them along for this sentimental journey. Please spread the word so that the Hangar Dance 
record of 10 WWII veterans is broken. I think we can get 15-20 there – what do you think? 
 
Wreaths across America a success 

By Hollie Reina 
St. George News 
 
Military and veterans service organizations, along with leaders and members of the community, paid 
tribute to deceased veterans on “National Wreaths Across America Day” Saturday during two ceremonies 
held at Tonaquint Cemetery and the Shivwits Band of Paiute Cemetery. 
 
The ceremony, which is now in its seventh year in St. George, is part of a national event that began in the 
1990s at Arlington National Cemetery.  It honors the lives and sacrifices of veterans by placing Christmas 
wreaths on their graves. The event has now grown to include more than 1,400 sites in all 50 states and 
parts of the world. 
 
The Washington County ceremonies are organized by the Civil Air Patrol St. George Composite Squadron 
under the direction of Les Joslin.  
 
To read the full story, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y7ptjdxq 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y7ptjdxq


Utah Honor Flight set for June trip out of St. George 

By David Cordero 
 
From the lush, green Cache Valley to the red rocks of St. George and 
everywhere in between, Utah Honor Flight has, for nearly four years, 
taken veterans of World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam 
War to Washington D.C. to see their memorials. To date, the 
program has honored more than 1,200 veterans. 
 
A June 14-16 trip to Washington D.C. is in the works for Utah Honor 
Flight – and could take as many as 12 veterans of World War II and 
the Korean War from the St. George area. This bunch includes Post 90’s own Bryant Wright, a veteran of 
the Korean War. 
 
“Many members of local American Legion posts have gone on Utah Honor Flight trips and all of them rave 
about what a wonderful time they had, the appreciation they were shown and pledged to convey to other 
veterans that this experience is a must,” said David Cordero, Editor of the Post 90 Gazette and Board 
Member for Utah Honor Flight. Cordero has flown on seven Utah Honor Flight trips in varying capacities. 

“To see veterans like Audre Wells, Bob Hoover, Ken Brown 
received the recognition they deserve – while sharing the 
experience with their sons or daughters or close friends, 
truly feeds my soul.” 
 
Utah Honor Flight is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that 
takes veterans to Washington D.C. to see their memorials 
at no charge to the veteran. The three-day trip includes a 
lengthy stop at the National Mall, where the veterans 
participate in a wreath-laying ceremony at the National 
World War II Memorial, followed by stops at the Korean 
War Memorial and the Vietnam Memorial. There are 
excursions to visit other sites of interest, including the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial, the Air Force Memorial 
and Arlington National Cemetery. 
 
The expenses for the veterans are funded solely through 
donations from individuals and companies. Those 
interested in contributing to Utah Honor Flight can send 
donations to Utah Honor Flight, P.O. Box 42, Richfield, UT 
84701 or call 435-272-0254. 

 
More applications are needed from Southern Utah to keep this portion of the state in the regular rotation 
to get trips leaving out of St. George. Go to www.utahhonorflight.org to print out an application. While the 
priority remains getting all World War II and Korean War veterans to their memorials, it might be very soon 
that an all Vietnam veteran trip leaves out of St. George. Veterans are selected on a first-come, first-served 
basis, so please submit an application ASAP. Call Board Member David Cordero (435-512-1511) with 
questions. 
 

http://www.utahhonorflight.org/


When we do get to the Vietnam War veterans we will follow our policy of first application in, first to go. We 
do have a fair amount of applications in, so the time is now if you are a veteran of the Vietnam War to get 
that application in. It might be 3-5 years before you are called. We advise against waiting. You are certainly 
free to pass on the invitation if the timing is not right or if you are battling a health problem. We have 
taken veterans who couldn’t go two, three and four previous times, but could go on the fifth time we 
called. So if you think you might want to go, go to www.utahhonorflight.org, fill out the application and 
mail it in. Do it now. Not later. 
 
As always, donations are welcomed and sought. That is the only way we can pay for the veterans to go. 
Those wanting to donate can make a check out to Utah Honor Flight and send to: 
 
Utah Honor Flight 
P.O. Box 42 
Richfield, UT 84701 
 
Please follow Utah Honor Flight on Facebook -- www.facebook.com/utahhonorflight. 
 

“Bodie” Bodenhamer with some news on the search for those MIA 

By Bob “Bodie” Bodenhamer, Sgt. at Arms for Post 90 
 
There were so many MIA/POW remains found and returned home for burial that this publication did not 
have room to list them all. So in this issue, I thought I might share a bit of history with you. Lest we forget! 
 
Of the 16 Million Americans who served in WW2, more than 400,000 died. There is estimated to be about 
73,022 of these men & women still unaccounted for. About 26,000 of these have been assessed as likely to 
be recoverable. Which leaves about 47,000 of these brave men and women that will never be found and 
returned home. 
 
From 2015-2017 the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency has been able to find, identify and return home 
for proper burial (with military honors) 717 of these who have fallen for us. It is my hope and prayer that 
each one of you will find time in your busy schedules to stop a moment and remember all of those that 
have given their blood and lives in WW2, Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Desert Storm, Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya. 
Please remember that because of their sacrifice we all can live with the freedoms that we enjoy today. 
 

After Action Reports 

By Terry Dunne 

(These will return in the May issue. Keep them coming, Terry! 😊) 

 

Editor’s note 

Please have your submissions for the next Post 90 Gazette into Editor David Cordero by April 29. Email them 
to him at dcordero78@hotmail.com. And, please, do not use ALL CAPS. That is a pain to format. Thanks! 

 

 

www.utahhonorflight.org
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