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Legion Baseball – SUMMER CLASSIC 

The American Legion Summer Classic Baseball 

Tournament ends with the Sentinels getting beat in 

the sem-final round against the Lone Peak Misfits 

who would then lose to Timpanogos in the finals at 

Dixie State University.  The American Legion 

baseball season will continue thru mid-July. 

 
Photo by Jeff Richards of St. George News 

Field of Flags 

The 3rd annual Field of Flags took place on 

June 13 – 15 at the Historic Town Square.   

 

100 American Flags flying in the light 

breeze was a sight to behold.  The 

opening ceremony was held on Flag Day, 

Friday, June 14th.  St. George Mayor Jon 

Pike and Washington County 

Commissioner Gil Almquist spoke from the 

heart about what the Flag means to them 

and Vice Commander Terry Dunne spoke 

about the importance of Flag Day and the 

birthday of the U.S. Army formed June 

14th, 1775. 

Photo by Markee Heckenliable, St. George News 

Congratulations Marti Bigbie 

Marti was elected as the new American Legion 

State Commander at the State Convention on 

June 22nd.   Marti’s hard work and dedication is 

evident as Post 90 is ranked 6th in the nation! 

 

 

 

Harvey Hefley designed 

the new Commander’s 

pin.  GET ONE TODAY! 

 



  

Commanders Message 
Marti Bigbie 
 
THANKS TO ALL who braved the heat to help with the events of June starting with the Field of 
Flags, Baseball Summer Classic Tournament, and the Utah Department State Convention.  I 
appreciate all the long hours that everyone put into making the events successful. 
 
Just a reminder that the 2020 dues for The American Legion membership starts 7-1-19.  You 
can go on line to mylegion.org and with your membership number make your dues payment of 
$40.00 and when it shows paid your membership card will be mailed to you. OR you can 
forward your check to PO Box 910931 St George, Utah 84791.  The sooner we receive 
payment of the renewal dues for Post 90 we will make our membership goals and prevent 
memberships from lapsing on 12-31-2019.  Thanks again to everyone who renewed their 
membership with Post 90 and The American Legion (TAL) for 2019. You helped make Post 90 
number 1 for total membership for Utah. 
 

Commander Department of Utah 
Marti Bigbie 

 
THANKS again to the entire membership of The American Legion of Utah for helping in 
making the GOALS set by National and putting UTAH up in the top 5 Departments for the 
American Legion.  We are all part of TEAM 100 and every member counts. 
 
Your Post goals for 2020 will be forthcoming after Vice Commander Kent Hansen and I get 
back from National in August.  Encourage your members to go online to make their 2020 
membership dues payment. 
 
Marti Bigbie 
Commander Department of Utah 
Commander Post 90, St George, Utah 
435-668-5770 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Bipartisan LEGION Act passed by the Senate 

By Mackenzie Wolf   JUN 13, 2019 
FacebookTwitterMore4.3K 

A bill expanding membership eligibility for The American Legion passed on June 11 by 
unanimous consent in the Senate. The Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for National 
Service Act — also known as the LEGION Act — is a bipartisan effort introduced by Sens. 
Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., and Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C. 

Because The American Legion’s membership periods are congressionally chartered, the 
organization is prevented from expanding membership eligibility without an act of Congress. 
The act expands membership eligibility to honorably discharged veterans who have served in 
unrecognized times of war since World War II. 

The LEGION Act was a focus of American Legion National Commander Brett Reistad’s Feb. 27 
testimony before a joint hearing of the Senate and House Committees on Veterans' Affairs. He 
called on Congress to take action amending the charter, thereby giving tens of thousands of 
veterans access to American Legion benefits and programs they are not currently eligible for. 

“Nearly 1,600 brave American men and women were killed or wounded since World War II, 
while defending our nation during times not officially recognized as periods of war by the U.S. 
government,” American Legion National Commander Brett P. Reistad said during his testimony. 
“These veterans are unable to receive some of the benefits and recognition available to their 
counterparts who served during official wartime periods." 

When the LEGION Act was introduced Feb. 14 in the Senate, Sinema said, “The American 
Legion provides critical resources to our veterans, but currently, only veterans who served 
during formally recognized conflicts can belong to the Legion. That restriction leaves out 
thousands of former American servicemembers who signed up to defend our country. Our 
legislation rights this wrong and ensures veterans have the opportunity to join the American 
Legion.” 

 

 

President signs Blue Water Navy Veterans Act into law 

The American Legion  JUN 26, 2019 

The decades-long fight for Blue Water Navy veterans to receive VA disability benefits for 

illnesses linked to exposure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War is over. 

 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Mackenzie%20Wolf&p=mwolf&s=legion.org&subject=Bipartisan%20LEGION%20Act%20passed%20by%20the%20Senate%20&url=https://www.legion.org/legislative/245931/bipartisan-legion-act-passed-senate


  

On Tuesday, June 25, President Trump signed into law H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy 

Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019. The American Legion-supported legislation will extend 

disability benefits covering medical conditions associated with Agent Orange exposure to 

those who served on ships off the coast of Vietnam, known as "Blue Water" Navy 

veterans. 

Veterans who served in Vietnam between 1962 and 1975 are presumed to have been 

exposed to Agent Orange if diagnosed with a medical condition associated with the 

herbicide, according to the Agent Orange Act of 1991. Presumptive diseases of exposure 

to the herbicide include certain cancers, Parkinson’s disease and diabetes. However, this 

act applied only to veterans who served on land and in Vietnam’s inland waterways. H.R. 

299 extends these benefits to any military personnel who served on any vessel during the 

Vietnam War that came within 12 nautical miles of the coastlines of Vietnam. 

H.R. 299 further expands coverage and includes the provision that every veteran exposed 

to herbicides like Agent Orange should receive the same presumptive benefits. A 

provision in H.R. 299 states, “A veteran who, during active military, naval, or air service, 

served offshore of the Republic of Vietnam during the period beginning on January 9, 

1962, and ending on May 7, 1975,” will be eligible for disability compensation for 

presumptive conditions of herbicide exposure. This will allow veterans who fall into that 

category and whose claims have been denied or held in pending status to gain access to 

VA medical care for conditions on the presumptive list. 

H.R. 299 will afford spouses of certain veterans whose death was caused by a service-

connected disability access to pension benefits. The bill also provides the children of 

veterans of covered service in Thailand who suffer from spina bifida access to health care, 

vocational training and rehabilitation, and monetary allowance. 

 

 

Bipartisan LEGION ACT passed by Senate  
By Mackenzie Wolf  JUN 13, 2019 

FacebookTwitterMore4.4K 

A bill expanding membership eligibility for The American Legion passed on June 11 by 
unanimous consent in the Senate. The Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for 
National Service Act — also known as the LEGION Act — is a bipartisan effort introduced 
by Sens. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., and Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C. 

Because The American Legion’s membership periods are congressionally chartered, the 
organization is prevented from expanding membership eligibility without an act of 
Congress. The act expands membership eligibility to honorably discharged veterans who 
have served in unrecognized times of war since World War II. 
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The LEGION Act was a focus of American Legion National Commander Brett Reistad’s 
Feb. 27 testimony before a joint hearing of the Senate and House Committees on 
Veterans' Affairs. He called on Congress to take action amending the charter, thereby 
giving tens of thousands of veterans access to American Legion benefits and programs 
they are not currently eligible for. 

“Nearly 1,600 brave American men and women were killed or wounded since World War 
II, while defending our nation during times not officially recognized as periods of war by 
the U.S. government,” American Legion National Commander Brett P. Reistad said during 
his testimony. “These veterans are unable to receive some of the benefits and recognition 
available to their counterparts who served during official wartime periods." 

When the LEGION Act was introduced Feb. 14 in the Senate, Sinema said, “The 
American Legion provides critical resources to our veterans, but currently, only veterans 
who served during formally recognized conflicts can belong to the Legion. That restriction 
leaves out thousands of former American servicemembers who signed up to defend our 
country. Our legislation rights this wrong and ensures veterans have the opportunity to 
join the American Legion.” 

  

 


